 SWINEFLEET PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held at Swinefleet Village Hall on Tuesday 21st September 2021.
Councillors present; Cllrs; Hirst, Blackburn, Hoodless, Buttery, Hart, Burkhill, Thompson and Clark
Public present: Ward Cllr L.Sargeantson and Revd Justine Smith
2115                Declarations of interest
Cllr Blackburn declared an interest in the field access issues (item 2120) and as such did not participate in this part of the meeting.
2116                 Apologies for absence


Cllr Ellin
2117
To approve the minutes of the council meeting held on 20th July 2021.
Minutes circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting and confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the chairman.
2118
Councillor vacancy
Cllr Beccy Thompson was welcomed onto the parish council. Cllr Thompson has completed all acceptance/registration documents, and all were approved, witnessed and signed at the meeting.
2119

Matters arising from previous meeting minutes.
Community Field.
A. Play equipment- the clerk agreed to meet with ERYC Leanne Wright and Paul Palmer at the play area to look at the positioning of the suggested toddler cradle swing. The only area it would fit would be next to the existing swings (if the picnic bench was removed). ERYC have contacted their own equipment supplier Sutcliff Play who have visited the site and provided a quote to provide and install this swing set. The quote received is far higher than the allocated £2000 budget. As such the ERYC officers have agreed to liaise with ERYC Chris Jennings to see if he will increase his offer and provide funding to pay for the project in full. It was resolved to await a decision from ERYC.
B. PROW project-no extra PROW resident applications have been returned to the clerk this last month. It was resolved that the councillors will try to gauge the public interest and obtain more completed forms to submit to ERYC.
C. Field registration-due to processing delays at HMLR with no end time scale provided there has been nothing further received since the last meeting.
Mower breakdown-the clerk has now purchased a Mountfield SP185 mower from Screwfix. It has now been set up and delivered to G.Sykes and is now being used to cut the village grass.
Play area- Cllr Hart informed the parish council that she has performed the weekly inspections for the last two months and has found nothing to report upon except amounts of litter left on the field. She did notice that small cracks are present on the toddler area wetpour flooring. It was resolved that the clerk will ask the SPC contractors to make good the area.  Cllr Hart will continue to perform the field inspection for the next month. .
Abandoned vehicle-the clerk contacted ERYC to report a suspected abandoned vehicle left in the community field car park area. It appears this vehicle in untaxed and has no MOT. ERYC visited the area and after speaking with residents, a vehicle owner was located. The owner was spoken to and has agreed to arrange to tax and MOT the vehicle. It was noted that this has now been done. It was resolved to agree to monitor the car park in an effort to ensure all vehicles are roadworthy and not persistently left there.

Fallen tree-the clerk has alerted the parish council to a large tree branch that has fallen from a tree in the old, closed churchyard which belongs to the church. After conversations with Justine Smith (local vicar) it seems that the church and its legal team feel SPC has a responsibility to remove the branch and arrange the felling of the remaining tree at a cost to the parish council. After searching old archives, it appears neither the church nor the parish council can find any evidence that a formal maintenance/responsibility agreement (section 215) was ever prepared, agreed to or signed and approved by either party. The clerk was asked to write to Justine to explain the parish councils’ position and request that in order for further discussions to take place on any future responsibility and maintenance issues for the closed churchyard, the church must locate and provide a copy of the signed section 215 agreement. The clerk notified the parish council that Justine cannot locate a S215 nor any evidence to suggest historically one was ever served on SPC. It was resolved (and agreed to by Justine who was present at the meeting) that Justine will liaise with the diocese and its legal team to make arrangements to serve an S215  on the parish council and/or establish if the church can indeed bypass SPC and serve the S215 on ERYC instead to speed up the outstanding maintenance concerns. 
Clough landscaped area-Cllr Clark reported that a strip of grass remains uncut in this area and as such grass/weeds are encroaching onto the pavement causing passing problems for pedestrians. The clerk took photos of the area and sent them to ERYC who agreed to cut back the area (and have done) in an effort to clear the pathway.
2120 
Field Access

The parish council discussed the recent erection of a fence which potentially blocks/restricts the legal access rights of SPC and ERYC to the community field. Due to the confidential nature of this subject the parish council have held discussions and made decisions at the meeting that will not be publicly minuted. The clerk will keep a full but private record of the discussions and decisions made
2121                 Planning applications.

None received.
2122

Correspondence received/issues raised by councillors.
Annual play area inspection-the clerk informed the parish council of the findings from the recent annual play area inspection. It was resolved that a price for the report maintenance work will be obtained from G.Sykes/B.Richardson and discussed at the next meeting.

Horse & road safety signs-Cllr Burkhill asked the council for approval to purchase signage to be placed along designated rural roads to remind motorists to reduce speed and give space when passing horse riders. It was resolved that the clerk will obtain prices for these signs and contact Reedness PC and Twin Rivers PC to see if they will also agree to buy and install the signs to ensure full awareness in the Marshlands villages. The clerk will make contact with these parish councils and bring the responses to the next meeting.
Litter pick-the clerk cascaded a letter received from a S.Stewart notifying the parish council of a recent litter pick in the area he has performed. It was resolved to thank Mr Stewart for his help.

Community field car park-Cllr Burkhill asked the parish council to consider amending the car park rules to include the prohibition of caravans/motorhomes from parking on the car park. It was resolved to monitor the area for persistent and long stay users and to monitor future usage from any larger than average vehicle and take action if considered appropriate.
2123

Ward councillor’s report
Cllr Sargeantson spoke of her own experiences and concerns for vehicles parking and large volumes of passing traffic along Low Street. The area was considered hazardous at times especially during school pick up/drop off times. It was agreed to place this item on the next meeting agenda.
2124      
Financial matters 
The following cheques/BACS were approved for payment.
BACS payment H.M.R.C. £40.58


BACS payment B.Richardson £260.00 
BACS payment S. Belton salary 


BACS payment G.Sykes £260.00 


BACS payment Key Korner £89.91


BACS payment Clerk exp £214.85


Debit card payment Screwfix £243.74


Direct Debit payment YWA £18.79


Cq no 102273 Swinefleet Village Hall £36.00



Cq no 102272 Play Inspection Co £81.00



Direct Debit payment ICO £35.00

2125

Date of next meeting.



Confirmed as Tuesday 19th October 2021 at 7.00 pm.
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