 SWINEFLEET PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the virtual meeting of the Parish Council held in councillors’ own homes on Tuesday 20th April 2021
Councillors present; Cllrs; Hirst, Blackburn, Hoodless, Ellin and Clark
Public present: Ward Cllr Liz Sargeantson
2076                Declarations of interest
Cllr Blackburn declared an interest in the field access issues (item 2079) and as such did not participate in this part of the meeting.
2077                 Apologies for absence
                          Cllrs Buttery, Myers, Hart and Burkhill.
2078
To approve the minutes of the council meeting held on 16th March 2021.
Minutes circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting and confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the chairman.
2079

Matters arising from previous meeting minutes.
Community Field-the clerk has chased the play equipment matter with ERYC Chris Jennings and Vicky Jude and has been asked to select preferred play equipment choices and a price guide to ERYC in order for them to check funding availability and provide a decision as to which items can/cannot be funded. The clerk will bring all play equipment catalogues and price lists to the May meeting in order for selections to be made.

ERYC Danielle Fleming has sent a proposed 5 a side football pitch design map for councillors to approve the design and location. It was resolved to approve the design.

HMLR registration documents are still to be processed and again are delayed due to covid workload restrictions. The clerk has chased solicitor Mike Fish who in turn has contacted HMLR but as yet has not received a response.

The PROW application has received one more residents form however before the full application can be sent to ERYC a lot more user evidence forms are required.
Play area- Cllr Hart was not present at the meeting but has informed the clerk that she has performed the weekly inspections for the last month and has found nothing to report upon except a small amount of litter around the waste bin area. The book remains with Cllr Hart to perform the weekly inspections for the next month.
Field access issues-the parish council discussed the recent erection of a fence which potentially blocks/restricts the legal access rights of SPC and ERYC to the community field. Due to the confidential nature of this subject the parish council have held discussions and made decisions at the meeting that will not be publicly minuted. The clerk will keep a full but private record of the discussions and decisions made.
Tree pruning-the councillors and resident M.Allport arranged a cemetery site visit on March 18th to look at certain trees that require pruning. The clerk has obtained 2 quotes for the work which were presented to the council. It was noted that as it is currently a bird nesting period this work cannot be performed until the latter part of the year. It was resolved to request the attendance of concerned resident M.Allport to attend the May meeting to discuss the advice and prices now received.

2080
 
Planning applications.
Application for certificate of lawfulness ref 21/00058/CLE for Sweyne Coaches-it was noted that ERYC have given approval for this application
2081

Correspondence received/issues raised by councillors.
Standing Orders-the clerk has provided an updated and amended version of the standing orders for councillor approval. It was resolved to fully approve the updated standing orders. The clerk will place a copy on the parish council website.

Cemetery tap-the tap was reported leaking heavily mid meeting. The clerk contacted YWA who attended and made repairs to the stop cock. It was resolved to ask local resident/plumber DCB Plumbing if he will agree to now replace/repair the actual tap.

Mower/strimmer breakages-the clerk reported recent breakdowns to machinery and questioned if in the long run the repairs were justified due to age/value of machinery versus repair costs. It was resolved that if future breakages occur to the Mountfield mower then a replacement machine can be purchased rather than repair it again.
Cemetery grave complaint-the clerk reported a complaint from a deceased’s family member who regularly visits a grave which is situated directly underneath an established maple tree. The complaints were that tree debris littered the plot and that fallen seeds were regularly growing in the plot into tiny saplings. The complainant has offered to pay for this tree pruning if the parish council will agree to this. It was resolved that the parish council will agree to this pruning work to be done and the clerk has been asked to obtain quotations to give to the lady in question for approval.

Speeding-Cllr Burkill asked for this item to go on the agenda but due to her absence it could not be discussed. It was resolved to add this item onto the next meeting agenda.
2082

Ward councillor’s report

Cllr Sargeantson reminded the parish council of local grants available in the area and expressed excitement at now being allowed to (at last), meet in person for the next parish council meeting.
2084        
Financial matters 
The clerk reported the ordering and receipt of an HSBC debit card and will now purchase all SPC items using this card. All future monthly parish council invoices will be made via BACS online if full account details are provided.
The clerk asked if future ICO annual payments could be made by direct debit as there is a price reduction if paid this way. It was resolved to approve the setting up of a direct debit. The clerk and the Chairman will sign the DD forms.

PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL-Grounds maintenance team complaint.

Due to the confidential nature of this subject the parish council have held discussions that will not be publicly minuted. It was however resolved to pay £90 each for extra work completed.
The following cheques/BACS were approved for payment.
BACS payment S. Belton salary 
BACS payment H.M.R.C. £33.31


BACS payment B.Richardson £330.00


BACS payment G.Sykes £350.00


Direct Debit YWA £9.02



BACS payment D.Elviss £80.00


Cq no 102270 Key Korner £38.93


BACS payment ERYC £230.58


BACS payment ERNLLCA 414.45
2085

Date of next meeting.



Confirmed as Tuesday 18th May 2021 at 7.00pm.
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